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‘When more of us play, all of us win &
Changing faces: how a
body artist found creative
ways to adapt her

business

Jones has worn many hats to earn a living, including
face-painting at football matches, Here, she explains how
being versatile has helped her business thrive

by Rosie Mullender
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peopie achieve a degree of metamorphosis. Butshe s also something of a
shapestiftes in her omn rght. “Adaptabily i key i my work - | can be working

At chddrers party i1 the marming, and deing UV face anting in 2 nightelub in
the evening, o go from paintng gltery eyes or henna on hands it wedding to
 fosthall mteh, sl in the sam week” shi s3ys.

Jones has used e versatily o be atrie ner
Careen,having formery worked 35  forst, beauty and spors therapist, makeup)
artst and costurme supplies. Today, Jones, 57, combines face and body painting
with being a baloon mocleler n henna artie - amang ather skls

“rue slays been creaive, sketching. painting and cafting since | was a child”
Sy Jones, "I means thaE &5 an adult, e always worked i ncistris that are
. 0 Whare | G2t 10 exprass my creatiity - ['ve worn 3 Lotof

unched her business, Creative Capers,
Chidren' costuamas, she realsed she nesdad more flexbilty s she raised har

two young children - and s she rained in face painting and balloon modeling
“rmvery fluid, and tencl 1o.go with whatever works best ot the time; she seys

2009, starting by hiring out

Living in Southarpton, Jones s often to be found at St Mary's sadium, home to
‘Southampton Foatbsll Club, helping Saints fars shovw ther stripes alongside
Dubbla-Slowers, street perfoomers, and the Saints Brass band. Ty been baoked
ST Mary's o and of o s or seven yaars now, and | bsolutaly love the
atmasphere; Janes says. “I's realy intaractive, and | anjoy geing up 1o burly
football fans saying: Come an, why don'tyou shaw yous stipes?”

alorely moment with a seoup of
them decided 10 geta full
jomed n. 1 got the chance
Bainting, 3nd they were taking photas and ughing. I've
alsa drawin foctballs o the odd baid headt”

With Creative Capers booked to appear at al thiee of the
UEFA Womans EURO 20232 matches being hested a1 St
Marys thes July. Jonas s Locking forward to the extra

 customers that the tourmament wil
working at SEMary's the most when women
ying matches, because you get more fermale
tors™ she says. “They're more used to makeup, and
42 1t hiing thes faces panted. Athough
1 3Lt bit Lhe beinga dentst - you ask them a question,
and they cant answer because thay have to held st
absolutety love the atmosphere on mateh days-

Jones'sabilty to adapt and thive was crucial when the
pandernc it with hes business decimated overnight.
work whereuer there are ots of peogle -
weddings sn foatball matches - 5o my job smply
disappeared."says Jones. Before the panderic, | was

st year sa o, and lowe the o
Jo, 56 it was tough emotianally, 35 well 25 inancialy”

She ended up working in a dstribution warehouse with peopie from 3 gamtaf
ifferent industras, from company directors to cleanars. 1 was
from my usual work, but | was very glad for 1 Sha also found suppart from
across Southampton and the UK ia organisations such a5 th
Painting Assacition and the Facade Acaderny.
enough 1o have afantastic network n our local area, and we keep
sane and motivated. she seys. “Industry orgaasations gave us ot of support
Ehrcugh leckdzan, 1o, E2aching s new echniques onlin 1o keep us going.

kegt my hand in by hding ballean animals i my frant garden far local chidren to
Spot on their dally Lockdown walks, and asking them what Ishoald make next. 1
was also 3 way of kasping that sense of connection:

ther

(One irtual session Jonss attended addressad what the industry would fook ke
post-Could - and, s the country emerged fiom lockgonn, she piuoted her

L0 meet o “when
things started reopening, | set up a tal on a local market, ofering
tatious,*she says, | bouaht a card machine [ has enabled me {0 get sales whese
1 could's before. Sems festals are entirely carg-only no, and | can take
depesit payments for events enthe spot”




Miobie payment solutons such a8 these offred by isa have helped countess

mall b s a0 asepren urs o b o varsatle

g ot f e b ke g gy e s

el o e s oo e g, gliter

i chas s e, s e e el e on VISA ®
avar U-u’rull “That's one of the i hﬂg:\ o unmm, business,” she says. *| urc
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“My job mears | get to go tosome amazing places and events, which I nevesr
Have gone Colf was'tn tis Industiy. To be part of creating that atmosphere,
that buzz - whether ' blowing ballooas, painting faces ox creating henna

tatioos that day - s really wenderful
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has the charce o take part, Th
s spor rofuEra onen SEURD 2022 A Vs
vis red
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basineses i 9 techootogyand oo  belp
sl deas o big bsinesses, wharever they re. To st mre abo
Sertnmnt fesures
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